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NEW YORK — Three years 
azo, a ‘Texas-hased writer for 
a national weekly magazine 
received an assignment from 
an editor in New York to 
write a story, 

He spent a couple of weeks 
researching il, interviewing 
those connected with it and 
touring the subject area, He 
IGE the story and sent it to 

New York, and a few weeks 
later, he was paid for his la- 
bors. 

Bul story never was 
printed. li was killed by high- 
erups at the magazine. 

The magazine was Sports 
iy The story was 
abot al ths Big Thicket area of 
East Texas -- a souree of a 
hitter cis ieptue between con. 
servalionigls and the 
and papor industries 

‘The story, the wrifer con- 
firmed in a reeent interview, 
was sympathetic ta the Big 
Thieket and to con- 
servalionisis’ efforts to pro. 
serve aa much as passible of 
what is Jeff of what once was 
thres nvllion acres of virgin 
hardwood timber, ; 

The ‘on the 
kitted, according {o reliable 
sources, is that if focused un- 
wanted alfention on the activ- 
itics of [astex Ine, a pulp 
and paperbo sard  manuface 
tuvings oparali oh near Silsbee, 

Jlastex is owned wholly by 
i Tuc, which publ 

Speris Winrstrated, Tine, Jeor- 
Lune va Money. Until late 
last year, it also published 
Life. , 

ilastex was the largest 
cingle money producer it the 
Time [ne stable during its 
last fiscal year, having vield- 
cd SilQ inition in) revenues 
and 88 inion in earnings, 
Those profits helped keep the 
firm’ s sereing magazines 
afteat financially, 

In addition to being a ria- 
joy mene: meker 
Ine, Mastes also is “a ahd 
polluter cf the water and air 
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of Kast Texas. Its off icials 
have stringenily oppose:t ef- 


forts ta create a Bie Thicket 
Nafionai Park or, if one is to 
he rreafed, fa Hmit severely 
its sige andl Jocalion. 

AS one former senior editor 


from Life magazine put it: 


“Wastex is lie SKELETON 
IN THE TOLE INC, CLOS- 
EY” 


Kyen at a time when Tine 
and Life were attacking other 
major polluters in print for 
failure to clean up the ait and 
water which they soiled, cor- 
porate officials at Time Inc.'s 
posh Rockefeller Center of- 
fices here were going (9 ex- 
tremes to keep any mention 
of Eastex Inc. out of print — 
especially in their own publi- 
cations. 

Tho impact of Tine Ine, on 
Kast Texas in general and on 
the Big Thicket National 
Park in particular is about to 
he increased many fold, and 
ihe firm’s decisions and_pol- 
icies would make or break 
any effort to establish the 
park. 

Time Ine. is buying the oth- 
er major pulp and 
paperboard producer in East 
Texas — Temple Industries of 
Diboll -- for S15 3 million in a 
merger, ; 

WHEN COMPLETED, the 
merger. will make Time Ine. 
the Jargest single Jandowner 
in Bast Texas with almost 1- 
080,600 acres. Tt also will be- 
coine one of the Jargesl ¢m- 
plovers in the area. 

At the monient, HMastex Inc. 
owns between 35 and 40 per 
cent of the Jand which con- 
corvationisis say should be in- 
cluded inthe park and pre- 
served. Temple Industries 
awns about 5 per cent, but 
their merged heldings would 
make ‘Time Inc. the largest, 
single Jandowner whose prop- 
erty might be taken for a na- 
tional park. 

Although he is prohibited by 


federal regulation from dis- 
cussing now specific details 


the mereer, hoard chairman 
Andrew Heiskell left no doubt 
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the firm plans to continue the 
profit-making policies which 
increased ine net worth of 
Eastex Inc. threefold from 
the day it was acquired. 

Interviewed recently in his 
towering 3dih floor office 
suite, Heiskell _ would 
only that Thine Inc., through 
its subsidiary, Iastex Inc., 
has favored establishing a 
Bie Thicket National Park. 

“We realize there is some- 
thing to it’ Heiskcll said. 
“We have come out in favor 
‘of one of the proposals, but 1 
don't recall which one.” 


BUT WE ADDED: ‘The 
question that isn’t clear in 
my mind is: What is really 


good and necessary for the 
area?" 
He raiscd the question of 


who wad benefit raost from 
the park — those living iu the 
immediate area ar the nation 
as a whole, as in the case 
with other national parks. He 
expressed doubt many per- 
sons would drive very far to 
see such a park with admit- 
tedly limited scenic attrac: 
tions. 

The board chairman point- 
ed out also that cae of 
a Bie Thicket National Park 
cannot agree on its size or its 
exact location. He suggested 
hat if six members of Con- 
gress were to propose Big 
Thicket legislation, there 
would he six sizes and six Jo- 
cations aiven with each 
named as “the ones. 

Yeiskell stops short — of 
aerecing with Big Thicket 
park crities in ‘Texas who 
conlend there is no such thing 
as the thicket and that it real- 
ly is a “state ef mind,” 

We ViEWSs TP as an “elt 
sive’ quantity: “its a shift- 
ing target. [t all depends on 
who is proposing what.” 

Legislation to create the 
park has paaued from the 
no wedise redite “ch 3a, Go0-acre 
esicing of Pearls” concept to 

an equally unrealistic 3 mil- 
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mit himself about the specific 
sive of a nark he favors, Heis- 
neil said he would oppese any 


effert to make it 3 iillion 
ACTOS, . 
“This doesn't mean that 


I'm not in favor of a lot af 
Jand down there being made 
available to the public,” he 
quickly added. 

But he docs favor the 
swapping of whatever Time 
Inc. Jand is taken for the 
park in return for other fed- 
evally owned lands in Fast 
Texas — a position backed by 


other timber interests in 
‘Texas. 
HEISKELL STOUTLY  de- 


fends the operations of Iast- 
ex, and its record on the envi- 
ronment: “We are accused of 
despoiling the area and of 
cutting down all those trees: 

.. but our people down 
there have done a good job. 

“And the Tempie people 
are considered responsible 
people, too,’ he added. ‘In 
fact, I'm told they are better 
than we.” 


Reminded that ‘Time Inc. 
wits about to become the 
laveest Jandowner in ast 
Texas, Heiskell quickly noted 
its holdings would not be alt 
in one parecl but would .he 
“thousands of parcels snread 
all over the ‘place. Il isn'h a 
homosencous Land.” 

In response to a direct 
quesion, ficiskel) said Time 
Ines board of directors has 
farined one specific — policy 
araut the ig Thicket Nation- 
al Park, 

Those decisions, 
diented, will continue to be 
left to the manag of ifs 
Texas operations as they 
have in the past. 

INDICATIONS 
that Time Inc. will nof alter 
its unwriden policies of mol 
drawing public ailention 
through ils own publications 
to the operation of its ‘Texas 
subsidiaries — even though it 
icizing offer in- 
polluting ar criti- 


he in- 


eVs 


ARK also 
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anvthing about it. 
The former Life senior edi- 
tor, interviewed aft his home 
near here, told The Houston 
Post that a top editor of the 
“magazine “hit the roof? when 
Life ran a story about the 
ivory-hbilled woodpecker a 
year ago. 
The writer, said the former 
editor, knew about FEastex 
Inc. when he went to East 
Texas to da a story on the 
hunt for the bird, which is be- 
lieved extinct, “but he didn't 
know to what extent Kastex 
was involved, 


“HE WAS SHOCKED at 
what he saw," the editor re- 
lated. 

One of the conclusions 
reached in the story was that 
the ivory-billed woodpecker, 
which Heiskell refers to as 
“that never-seen-bird,”’  be- 
care extinct because its nat- 
ural habitat and food supply 
were destroved by clearing of 
the land and cutting of tim- 
ber. 

One of the culprits named 
in the story was Tastex, and 
if was only after considerable 
consiltation with senior and 
associate editors at Life that 
the decision was made to 
Jeave mention of Easiex in 
the story. ‘The editors also in- 
serted a footnote identifying 
Iastex as a subsidiary of 
Time Inec., and the stcry was 
“Jocked" into the magazine. 


THE NENT DAY, the top 
editor returned from a_busi- 
ness trip and Jearned of the 
decision. 

“He told us, ‘You realize, of 
couvee, that PU now have to 
call Eastex and apslovize,” 
said the former editor. 

Kastex’ reaction to the call, 
he said, was anger coupled 
with the comment: “Why are 
you puys faking a swing at 
us? We all belong to the same 
stockholders,” 
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